May, 28021
Dear Friends,

Annivergaries come with different emphasis. Some are dark and sad like anmually
remeambering 8511 /2001 and others are happy celebrations. Debi and T celebratad B3
years of marriage last month, It doesn't seem that long ago we were kida just trying to
figure out what being married was all about and now we are experancad “pros® who give
others advice. Another anniversary comes in May and that is when I started with Alpha
4l years ago. The time at Alpha has gone quickly.

When we start on & journey like marriage or a new job we really have no idea how it is all
golng to turn out. Recantly, my devotional was all about *The graciousness of uncertainty™!
We are inclined to be caloulating in our plans and we look at uncertainty as a bad thing bus,
not in owr spiviteal walk,

Oswald Chambers says; “Certainty is a mark of the common-sense life. Gracious
uncartainky is the mark of the spiritual life. To be certain of God means that we are
uncartain in all our ways bacause we do not know what the day may bring forth. This is
wsually sald with a 9igh of sadness but it should rather be an expression of breathless
axpectationl”

Bome time ago & Christian minister and I were sharing about our ministries and he
mentioned that he had turned down several opporfunities to preach because he feli that he
ddidn't haze of the Holy 8pirit's power upon him, I may have offended him when I snorted
that If I walted for a time I *felt’ ingpired to counsel T would never get anything done.

We all have occasional days whan we gst up on the wrong side of the bed and, for me thak
might be a day full of peopla looking for counsel. Maybe the last thing I want to do is go to
work and hear more stories of heart break and sadness. God does not require me to feela
certain way for Him to do His job in me and through me. If we caloulate how much
resourees we have based on our feelings we remain in defeat. Waiting for something that
God will not supply! Jesus said"except you be as a child you can not enter the kingdom™.
Matthew 18:3, Again I quote Chambers; “Spiritual life is the life of & child. We are not
uncertain of God but, uncartain of what He is going to do nextI”™

I have mat paopls who have nevear taken any risks in life being unoertain how things
might turn out but, In using common sense they have misged out on 5o much in life. Jeaus
said;"Bellave also in Me® and so our trust is to be in Him t0 make & way through
uncertainkty and not in my figuring out the way and then trust, I am reminded of the
Children of Iarael who stood at the edgda of "The Promised Land”, locked at themselves as
grasshoppers and missed the important knowladge thas their giant sized God had
promized to go before them! Numbers 13:33. Don't miss the blesgings of God by walting
for Him to send His power before vou take a walk by [ith in Hia namea!

Thank you so much for taking a risk by supporting and praying for Alpha thess many
years. Besause of you there are many folks who hava learned to trust more completaly in
God as the Ong who knows the way to vietory!

God Bless,

Richard and Debi
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