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Dear Friends,

I have been writing monthly newsletters now for over 30 years and must admit that it's
not my favorite thing to do. Recently, someone asked if I was going to write a book about all
my experience and I quickly said NO! Joking, I said I know too much about too many!
However, I am mentioned briefly in a book about a sordid tale of sin and it consequences
and that's more than enough for me.

As 1 listen to people struggling with negativity over the seemly never ending pandemic
and the many reactions people have over masks and vaccine my heart goes out to folks.
These difficulties reveal where our confidence is placed and how we are coping when hard
times appear to have no end. In past letters I've mentioned being a ‘bright little light’ or a
‘sweet scent’ as evidence of Jesus living his life in and through us. Again, I share with you
Oswald Chambers devotion and I make g couple of comments. My additions are in
parentheses, underlines, and bold print.

The Divine Commandment of Life
“Be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.” Matthew 5:48
(Greek for perfect is-of men- mature, of full age, adult)
Our Lord's exhortation to us in Matthew 5:38-48 is to be generous in our behavior toward
everyone. Beware of living according to your natural affections in your spiritual life.
Everyone has natural affections—some people we like and others we don't like. Yet we
must never let those likes and dislikes rule our Christian life. “If we walk in the light as
He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another” (1 John 1:7), even those toward
whom we have no affection. The example our Lord gave us here is not that of a good
person, or even of a good Christian, but of God Himself. “Be perfect, just as your Father in
'neaven is perfect.” In other words, simply show to the other person what God has
shown to you. And God will give you plenty of real life opportunities to prove whether or
not you are perfect(mature)! Being a disciple means deliberately identifying yourself with
God’s interests in other people. Jesus says, “A new commandment I give to you, that you
love one another; as [ have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know
that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:34-38). The true
expression of Christian character is not in good- doing, but in God-likeness. If the Spirit of
God has transformed you within, you will exhibit divine characteristics in your life,
not just good human characteristics. God's life in us expresses itself as God's life, not as
human life trying to be godly. The secret of a Christian's life is that the supernatural
becomes natural in him as a result of the grace of God, and the experience of this becomes
evident in the practical, everyday details of life, not just in times of intimate fellowship
with God. And when we come in contact with things that create confusion and a flurry of

even in the center of it all.

Counseling has picked up some this month. Summer is usually slower but we are
nowhere near as busy as before Covid. Have you notice using that term? I say frequently
“before Covid * to compare how things ‘used to be'.

My prayer is you will have victory in your everyday life and stay well! ¥
Thank you for being so kind in you prayers and gifts to Alpha@d. 7@&{1{



